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Period fo~r R^lfr^ ^ communication Wears on the cover sheet with t he correspondence address - 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION ( ' 

Status 

1)H Responsive to communication(s) filed on 03 November 2003 
2a)[gj This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3)D f!HoV hiS aPpH f ti0n isin condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4® Claim(s) U25 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) IEl Claim(s) 2-14 and 16-25 is/are allowed. 

6) I3 Claim(s) 1 and 15 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121(d) 
1 DU The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12 )D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f) 
a)U All b)U Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. U Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

3. U Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this~Nitional Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 

i^n* the , a !! acned detailed 0ffic e action for a list of the certified copies not received 

13)U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional aoDlication) 
since^specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an ApS«on Date SS 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received 

1 reference waTtnclud^? VT 6 °™f C ^ mder 35 USC - §§ 120 and/or 121 sin <* * specific 
reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

1. Claims 1 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Fahrenholz. 

Fahrenholz teach a cleaner for cleaning unwanted material from a beach 
(classifying the unwanted material) and conveying the unwanted material to a 
storage bin comprising a screen filter 62 which is rotatable about an axis (col. 5, 
lines 29*35), and a brush 64 located within the screen so as to brush the screen 
openings (col.5, lines 40-45; col.6, lines 17-20) so as to dislodge material from the 
screen openings. It is noted that the limitations "a toner classifier in an image 
forming apparatus" is a functional limitation since no other image forming 
apparatus limitations are set forth in the body (structure) of the claim. 

2. Claims 1 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Gotoh. 
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Gotoh teach a filtration device (see Fig.4) comprising screen 13 rotatable via 
a motor shaft 23, and a rotating inner brush 19b which is rotatable via a motor 
shaft 25a which produces relative motion (col. 5, lines 53-67). It is noted that the 
limitations "a toner classifier in an image forming apparatus" is a functional 
limitation since no other image forming apparatus limitations are set forth in the 
body (structure) of the claim. 



3. Claims 1 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sato et al. 

Sato et al. teach an image forming apparatus comprising a photoconductive 
screen 21 which is rotatable (col. 7, lines 42-53) and a cleaning device having a 
rotatable brush 81 (see drive arrangement col.9, line 4 - col. 10, line 25) in contact 
with the screen so as to clean toner from the screen openings. See Fig.9. Toner 
particles are removed from the screen and classified (i.e. stored for waste removal). 

4. Claims 2- 14 and 16-25 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 15 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant amended claims 1 and 15 such that new art was needed to show 
unpatentability. 



Application/Control Number: 10/092,488 
Art Unit: 2852 



Page 4 



6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented 
in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Robert Beatty whose telephone number is 703- 
308-1372. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 9 to 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Arthur Grimley, can be reached on (703) 308- 1373. The fax 
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phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703- 
308-1782. 




Robert Beatty 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2852 



January 21, 2004 



